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would be taken immediately to root out the evil that afHicted the
State, that all citizens of Poland must be absolutely one in their
allegiance to and collaboration with the State.
In Poznania, the great stronghold of the Right, the Kurjer
Poznanski, the organ of the National Democrats, said as late
as May 19 that the crisis was still far from being terminated,
and that the mission of the western provinces of Poland was to
save the State. But Trampczynski, the Marshal of the Senate,
and himself a Poznanian as well as a chief of the National
Democrats, went from Warsaw to Poznan to explain that in the
circumstances discipline must be observed by all, and that it
was useless to agitate against the "rebels"; the whole matter must
be regarded as definitely settled, for all was in order again. The
chiefs of the Right at Poznan at first asked that the National
Assembly should meet in that city instead of Warsaw, where
they maintained the election would not be free. But Rataj had
already decided on Warsaw—and in Warsaw it was held on May
31, 1926.
NATIONAL ASSEMBLY ELECTS PILSUDSKI PRESIDENT
It was generally thought that Pilsudski wished to be elected
President. His friends and admirers began a vigorous campaign
in his favour a fortnight before the meeting of the Assembly;
the Centre and Left parties decided to support him for the office;
the army hoped he would take it; but the Marshal himself would
neither affirm nor deny that he was even a candidate. During
these days of suspense and excitement Pilsudski made several
public statements to journalists and others which elucidated his
motives for the coup d'etat and the consequent situation.
"Poland," he said, "is the victim of her Parliamentary system"
—with the wars of Right and Left—but it was "the Eight from
which had come the assassin of President Narutowicz, which
defended this Parliamentarism, and had given the country a
Constitution that deprived the Executive of any possibility of
prompt action." The Seym, he declared, imposed as Ministers
not the most competent men, but men who had a talent for
speech-making, and were adepts in intrigues and manipulations,

